IBSTOCK PLACE SCHOOL

FATURE STUDY SYLLABUS

; The main object in the Nature Study of this school is to
educate the children's innate curiosity recarding their natural
environment and to foster their love of Nature.

Jhen children are engaged in a process of observation in
scarch of something that has previously excited their curiosity,
eaci stage will have nmeaning and puroosc, stir Wlating interest.
This will dcvelop the powers of reasoning from facts and the whole
process will approach sclentific cnquiry.

Scasonal study of nature readily stimulatcs the children's
curiosity and much of the work with younger children is based on
these lincs. The younger children have, with living thinzs, a
kKinship of shich they are only -imly aJore, which makes the study
of creaturcs and plants, which are alive, a provocative one.

Since the lifc of plants and animals cannot be rightly
undcrstood apart from the relationship of each to the other,
and of both to the physical cnvironment, some work is done with
the older chiidren on the efieccts of the phivsical cnvircnzment of
living things.

It is incompatible with a true conception of Nature Study
that schemes of work should be made which demand a detailed

course for each weck or month of the year. Below are suggested
topics for study which have arisen from time to time out of the
children's interecsts. They are given now as & gulde to the ages

ot which diffcrent types of living things will be of particular
interest, so thrt varying approaches may Do nade to this study,
thus tne whole #ill become 2 prozressive anpronch to the level

-

of scientific study of tae laboratory.

Nursery and Kindergarten
up to b years

Nature Study for tne youncer children will be largely
incidental snd will centre round:-

The Naturc toble with contributions from children and tesacher,
Expcditions to the loke and grounds and to Richmond Parx.
Indoor 2nd outdoor gordening.

Visits to the children's Iature Room at College.

W

The 5 year olds will b oble to contribute drawings and written
rccords to 2 Nature Diary kept each term,




Transition

The lessons are usu&lly

dict~ted bv the intercst of the
children who hove browszht in s
b

ic
pccinens or csked about special
een otudled during a year:-

thirgs The fOliOJlng have

TroCks in the snow; winter habits of different animals

trecs in winter and soring; flowers of trees; frogs wnd toads as
spawni tadpoles and 2dults;newtss caddis; water bectles; opond
snailsy moor heny water cro"foou, pond weeds; a comion shreq;
the garden snail; wild flowers and grasses; spiders and their
nests.

)

Forn T
7-8 years
Seasonal change Wweather study and nmovements of the sun.
Leaf fall and fungi.
Gorden work: Keeping of a form garden.

Fruit and seed dispersal.,
Garden spiders, snails and earthworms.

Secd planting und germinat.on.
Bird rcsidents in thc goarden in Spring.
Setting up 2nd keeping on cquariun.

Throughout tle vear a hoture table is lept with appropriate
records and diaries

Forms IT and TIIT
8-10 years

Two series of B.B.C. leszons ore followed in thesc forms;
"Ho.s Thinegs Began" regulurly in Form IT and the Nature course
sometincs in Forn IIT, fmch vork arises out of thesc lessons
during tac discussion iollowing th brondczsts, the trend this
ekes vorying considerably according to the interests of STOoUDS
of eniliren, - .

As well 2s this it is

A 35 ound that t;c folloving wor. . proves to be
D rticularly valuablce

t this st

5| !—vh

1 A conplete record for the whole yvear vith b-rk rubbings, leaf
prints, uscs of wood, cte. of the foliowin trecs:- beceh,
pline, 8ycomore, o. k horse-chestnut and line.

2 Tdcntificetion of wild floucers, with particul-r refercnce

) t0o the school gn rden, anc ricoras kgpt

5 PBird recsidoents in hde”D Soring ond Sumncr, with particular
stress on mizration end nesting loe~litics, )



IPForm Lowecr IV
10-11 yecars

A ycar's course in physiology. The study of the human ?OdY and
its relationship to the bodics of cher animals. Digcstion,
breathing, circulation, the¢ nervous system, reproduction.

ihc children should learn to m~ke neat and clear diagrams, to
tebulate their findings in good note form and to glean knowledge
from books, Fach child hazs a copy of Bibb's "An Experimentsl
Biology".

Forns Upper IVB and IVA

During these last two yenrs greater stress is laid upon
accuracy and clear statenent in written work.

Evolution, with particular rcference to horse amd bird.
Detailed nmammcl study.

Parts of a flower, pollination in connection with form gardens.
Life history of insects.

Detailcd study of adaptation of birds +to flight.




